State Board of Directors Meeting
April 8, 2025
Electronic Meeting

Attendance: Ken Ward (WYSA President), Chris Lay (WYSA Secretary), Jay DeBruin (WYSA Vice President), Francisco
de la Rosa (Southwest District), Amanda Seifert (Stateline), Michael King (Kickers), Ernie Englund (Kenosha), Alex
Schroeder (Ozaukee), Chris Yustus (Midway), Dusty Rhodes (East Central), Kyle Trimble (SYRA), Melissa Zielinski
(WYSA Executive Director), Patrick Hodgins (WYSA Staff)

1. Ken Ward called the meeting to order at 7:34pm.
Approval of Meeting Minutes (1/21/25). Motion by Jay DeBruin with the correction to recognize
attendance of Alex Schroeder; Francisco De La Rosa seconds. No further discussion. Minutes approved.
3. President’s Update

a. Actively looking for a Treasurer; there are several individuals who are interested and with a
requisite background skill set.

b. Ken reviewed make-up of standing committees and extended open invitations to board members
to consider volunteering themselves or interested parties outside of the Board.

c. 2026 AGM - striving for incorporation of multiple areas of service (e.g., TOPSoccer, referee
programming, coaching, etc.). Additionally, the virtual participation option is under review as it
limits attendance.

4. Treasurer’s Report

a. Financials — strong cash position and outperforming budget to this point. Revenue items of
note: Registration income from coaches (more people registering as staff), player registration is
tracking ahead, $20k of sponsorship income. Staff background checks — there are more due to
registration/team requirements and there is a higher cost/person.

5. New Business

a. WYSA Bylaws, Article Il, Membership calls for a review of boundaries and composition every five
years. The board discussed the current districts and the possibility of merging or consolidating
districts. The objective is to ensure that clubs in all areas of the State are receiving
representation. Some districts do not currently have a director.

b. Referees— Kyle shared about Referee Abuse Procedures and how it’s currently
reported/documented. There are some inefficiencies but it’s a point of emphasis & attention for
WisRef.

6. Operations — Melissa shared that the consolidated policy manual is being updated with the help of staff. A

survey along is being sent out, complimentary to meetings with members to seek insight on a variety of
topics.

a. Expansion of MLS Next and Girls Academy will be impacting WYSA.

b. Player registration is birth year through 2025/2026. For 2026/2027 registration will change to
seasonal year using September 1 to August 31 for player eligibility.

c. Ken and Melissa recommended adding cyber insurance for WYSA at a cost of $1,192 for the
policy (includes data theft). Board to affirm via email after policy review.

Jay motioned to adjourn the meeting adjourned at 8:36 pm; second by Chris Yustus.



